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broad policy influence
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Creating more and better playing
opportunities for every child
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- NGO

VIaamse Dienst
Speelpleinwerk

= Flemish Playground Service

- Informs and supports all playgrounds in Flanders and Brussels
- We also support a broader group of playworkorganisations

viaamse dienst
-speelpleinwerk

- Every playground or organisation can come to us for education,
support and information on all aspects of operation.

- We organise trainings for young people and organisers

- We develop useful products that make sure that local playgrounds
grow into even stronger playgrounds that benefit everyone.

www.speelplein.nef




25 professional youth workers
Located in Mechelen, Genk, Gent and Brussels

300 volunteers
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An animated playground?

COMMON DIVERSITY

Playing is the main goal Organising party (communal:
private, school...)

Children as the target audience Participants (toddlers
children with handicaps...

Young people carry out the playing Animator statute
system and are involved in shaping
it

Participants choose how long they  Playing system (open, closed, mixed
participate form...)

Active in holidays, mostly without
sleeping over



Youthwork?!

» Unique form of youthwork
* By and for young people
* Children (3-15 years old)
* Youngsters (15-30 years old) = 39.000 animators
* Voluntarily or a small fee

» We offer trainingcourses (50h), They are
recognised by the government and provide a

certificate.
* 1700 participants/year
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Goe Gespeeld!

R = Well played!

cme bataljong

Goe Gespeeld! is a network organisation
that aims to ensure the right to play for
children.

Goe Gespeeld! was founded in 2008-2009 out
of a need to support and visualise the play of
children and young people in a positive way.

It was a counter-reaction to the negativity
that was developin% at the local level around
the presence of children and young people in
public spaces.

41 partners from different sectors:

youthwork, childcare, education, parenting,

environment and green space conservation,
sasizact i public space and spatial planning,...
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* Over the years, the pressure to also make policies around the importance of

* Since 2019, therefore, we have become owners of the network around Outdoor

+ It is an extension of Goe Gespeeld, with this particular focus on outdoor play

365 dagen buitenspelen
& Buitenspeeldag

= 365 days of outdoor play
& Outdoor play day

outdoor play intensified.

Play Day and 365 Days of Outdoor Play
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Advocacy around play ... how do we do it?

Broad policy making

We target, through different projects, different audiences
and policy levels. We always start from a need in the field
and give it an appropriate implementation.

Some examples!
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= the ice cream - standard

* With the ice cream standard, we want to measure in an
informal way how accessible playgrounds are in Flanders.
Thus, we do not measure in physical distance, but in the
duration of an average ice cream.

We are spreading the campaign very widely.

25/5 - 02/06 is the National Ice Cream Week; we’ll try to
reach as much press as possible.

The coming months, we will target specific audiences. Each
time with the help of our partners from the Goe Gespeeld!
network.

On 14 October the local elections are held in Flanders and
Brussels. The week before, we release all our statistics. That
way, local politicians are aware of the situation in their
municipality/city. In January 2025, the new local politicians
are once again addressed on how their ice cream standards
were and we call on them to make a positive change.
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To act like a monkey To make a mess To go offroads To fall down

Hey, it's okay!

Hey, it's okay was a campaign in which the partners of Goe Gespeeld! sent out a message directly to their own target audience.

It all based on a style of risky play. It was a clear position from an 'umbrella organisation’ to say that risky play is totally okay. All the
posters together formed a strong image.
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= Playing with spaces

Children and young people need space to be young, but there is less and less of it.
There is great demand for space and an inequality of power in design. The utilisation
of public space creates conflict, nuisance and exclusion of certain groups.

We will do this through inspirational visits, interesting speakers, some thinking and
doing exercises, and afterwards a souvenir with all the information we gathered along
the way.

The targeted groups:
* Professional %(outh workers and facilitators, recognised youth organisations and
experimental projects in the public space.

* PLAYces can give them motivation, language and tools to get started. In this
way, we want to challenge them to also question their own functioning and
initiate new experiments in (designing) public space.

* Policymakers youth, space and environment (cabinets, politicians, committees,
parliamentarians, departments, etc.)

* PLAYces can offer them recommendations, insight and frameworks for shaping
that public space also for and with children and young people, so that they
take that perspective into their policy-making work, whether at national,
supra-local or local level.

* Youthworkers in municipalities

* PLAYces offers opportunities for them to be empowered and connected to

other actors and policy areas in spatial processes.
* Space planners, designers and environmental officials

W * PLAYces provides space planners and environmental officials with language and
VDS oN examples to start a conversation with the young users of public space so that
[GOE GESPEELD! | ) JANTJE 5“ they can better engage them in the future.
. _ EENa e i s  Civil society organisations representing certain sectors; such as youth, education,...
ey e T R * They can learn a lot through PLAYces and can ensure that the conclusions and

recommendations taken away are also translated to their constituencies, so
that even more people become aware of the idea that children and young
people can be involved in shaping public space.



Play ideas —
To do at home!

With the VDS, we have developed hundreds of ready-made play
ideas for playgrounds over the years.

By focusing more on outdoor play in all contexts, we have
worked out play ideas for home as well.

We have lots of fun videos, as well as downloadable sheets. We
have made sure that there is not much material, nor place
needed to get started with the ideas.
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Any questions?

www.speelplein.net
www.goegespeeld.be
www.buitenspelen.be
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http://www.speelplein.net/
http://www.goegespeeld.be/
http://www.buitenspelen.be/

